Salivary gland involvement in hypohidrotic ectodermal dysplasia.
Ectodermal dysplasias (EDs) are a group of developmental disorders (more than 100) mainly affecting ectodermal tissues and organs. The X-linked hypohidrotic ED (HED) is the most common form of EDs, involving defects in teeth, sweat glands, and hair. In a few reports, HED has been associated with reduced salivary function. In the present case report, a dramatically reduced salivary fluid and acidic proline rich protein production was identified in a 38-year-old man with HED. Computed tomography was performed, revealing that one submandibular gland and both parotid glands were hypoplastic, whereas the right submandibular gland seemed to be absent. These findings are in line with a general developmental disturbance also involving the salivary glands. As salivary tests are inexpensive and easy to perform, it is suggested to routinely evaluate salivary secretion in persons with HED, to prevent a possible negative impact on oral health.